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In this expanded and updated edition of Forgotten Cocktails and Vintage Spirits, historian, expert,

and drink aficionado Dr. Cocktail adds another 20 fine recipes to his hand-picked collection of 80

rare-and-worth-rediscovered drink recipes, shares revelations about the latest cocktail trends,

provides new resources for uncommon ingredients, and profiles of many of the cocktail world's

movers and shakers. Historic facts, expanded anecdotes, and full-color vintage images from

extremely uncommon sources round out this must-have volume. For anyone who enjoys an icy

drink and an unforgettable tale.
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"Vintage Spirits and Forgotten Cocktails" is a cocktail recipe book, but--as far as recipe books go--is

quite readable and is both easy to digest in part or to read cover-to-cover, depending on your mood.

Ted Haigh provides detailed (and interesting) back stories on most of the drinks featured in the

book, as well as sidebar sections on many of the lesser-known spirits that the recipes call for. In

addition to the main parts of the book, Haigh includes an introduction that covers the resurgence of

classic cocktails, a glossary, a bibliography, and a resource guide to help you find many of the rarer

ingredients he mentions throughout the text. Haigh clearly put a lot of thought and effort into

compiling such a comprehensive guide, and it shows: The book is nicely put together and is

wonderfully cohesive, with many of the recipes including references to other, similar or related

recipes that can be found elsewhere within the book.I do have a few complaints about the book:

First of all, it's spiral-bound, which makes it nice as a recipe book and not so nice as something to



sit down and read through. Second, the recipes are often not updated to modern tastes and are

geared towards the sweet palates of those who originally created the drinks. For example, try the

first cocktail listed, the Almagoozlum, which is virtually undrinkable given its syrupy combination of

1.5 ounces of both Chartreuse and simple syrup, with no citrus to balance. Make sure to carefully

review the recipes before pouring and shaking, in order to avoid pouring expensive ingredients

down the drain. Finally, the resources section at the end of the book, while a great addition,

generally favors a few extremely overpriced Internet retailers. Google around and you'll easily find

better options.
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